September/October 2021

Meetings
We had hoped to return to in person meetings, but
the current situation regarding COVID-19 has us
making the hard decision to continue with Zoom
meetings at least to the end of this calendar year. The
link to each month's Zoom meeting will be emailed to
members a few days before the meeting.
Greetings birding family,
September 15
Abbey Krumrie, of River Valley Raptors will be this
month's speaker. River Valley Raptors was founded in 2018 by
Abbey and Joe Krumrie. We are a 501(c)3 non-profit dedicated to
the conservation and education of the driftless area using live birds
of prey. Our goal is to one day build an educational center in
La Crosse, WI for free flight bird programs using native raptors.
We are also one of the only organizations currently breeding
Northern Saw-whet owls for conservation.

We hope you have been finding joy and comfort in the birds
we love. With the current Covid situation, the safest course of
action is to continue with virtual meetings through November. We
will be bringing great programs that you can enjoy from the comfort
of your home. We will re-evaluate how we hold meetings in
December. Your safety and comfort are our top priorities.

October 20
We are excited to hold an in-person event in as safe a way
Christian Cold will be our presenter this month. He
has visited us in the past, and though now retired from the as possible. We will be holding our fall waterfowl trip on Sunday,
Wisconsin DNR, he continues to share his knowledge
November 14th. The event will look a little different than past years.
in speaking engagements around the state. He plans to
combine elements from his “Discovering Nature with
We usually carpool for this event. We are not encouraging
Your Family” and “Wildlife Ecology and Management”
carpooling this year. We will not be bringing scopes to gather
programs. He tells us...”This will be fun!”
around and share. Please feel free to wear a mask as well. Please
do respect others’ space during this trip. We want everyone to feel
welcome and comfortable. People may be immunocompromised or
Your newsletter editor Gwyn Calvetti welcomes
your submissions at gwyntells@gmail.com

care for those that are. More details will be coming soon.
Kind regards,
Jonathan Ringdahl

Upcoming Events
We sure wish we could have more in person events and field trips, but until this miserable COVID-19 is behind
us for good, we will be erring on the side of caution. That does not mean, of course, that anyone can go out on
their own to enjoy the spectacle of fall migration and maybe a few early winter visitors. In fact, you
should....then tell us all about it on the Coulee Region Audubon Sightings facebook page.
We do have one event planned for this fall. It will be modified significantly from previous years due to the
current situation, but it will still be chance to get out there and bird together....socially distant. Mark your
calendars for Sunday November 14. Dan Jackson will lead a caravan of birders down the River Road in search
of fall waterfowl in migration. More details will be available as the time approaches, but keep it in the back of
your mental birding calendar.

Where Should I Go Birding Today?
One thing that stands out when looking at our facebook page is the number of folks asking about “where to bird?” Most
of us know about the opportunities in Myrick Park, Hixon Forest and Goose Island. Those are all great places to go, and
since everyone knows about them.....often busy. Here are some other area “hotspots” as defined on eBird that have a
variety of birding experiences to explore.
New Amsterdam Grasslands and Holland Sand Prairie
Both of these locations are in the Holmen area, and both are managed by the Mississippi Valley Conservancy. Both offer
opportunities to find grassland species of birds, such as Eastern Meadowlarks, Vesper Sparrows and the rare Bell's Vireo.
Please be aware of two things if you plan to visit. Since the habitat is sandy, the ticks can be vicious. In the spring
especially, I will not only spray the heck down, but wear my rubber Wellington boots. It's worth the trouble. The second
thing to keep in mind is that dogs are not allowed on these properties. Sorry Fido.
https://www.mississippivalleyconservancy.org/land-protection/holland-sand-prairie-sna
https://www.mississippivalleyconservancy.org/land-protection/new-amsterdam-grasslands
Coulee Experimental Forest
This is a property near and dear to my heart. It's a huge property that actually contains several State Natural Areas and a
variety of habitats. There are two main access points, one located outside Barre Mills and one high on a ridgetop outside
Bangor. This is an interesting property managed by the Wisconsin DNR to study forest management techniques. As such,
it isn't maintained as a recreational property with mowed trails, although the ridgetop is groomed by volunteers during
good snow season for great cross country skiing.
Water birds aren't a likely sighting here, but depending on the season, just about anything else is possible. Blue-winged
Warblers, Ovenbirds, Veeries and even Ravens and Hooded Warblers have been confirmed breeding throughout the
forest.

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/StateForests/coulee

Kurt Brownell...In Memoriam

Many CRAS already know that Kurt Brownell passed away June 22, after a battle with glioblastoma. Kurt
was a long-time member of Coulee Region Audubon Society and served on our Board of Directors in the past.
Kurt led what can easily be called a colorful life. He was a La Crosse native and received a Bachelor's Degree
in Wildlife Management and Biology from UW-Stevens Point. From there, he found his way around the globe
over the years, using his training and his facility with languages. During Christmas Bird count days, he would
recount his stories of traveling as a sailor on a Russian fishing boat, and he and Fred Lesher would relive some
crazy trips together, most notably, a long drive into the Arctic to try and spot a Wandering Tattler. No such
bird was found, but shortly thereafter, as Kurt tells it, he was back out in the ocean and there he spotted...a
Wandering Tattler.
Before his illness took over, he was working the position of Pollution Prevention, Sustainability, & Natural
Resource manager in Vicenza, Italy-starting Oct. 15, 2017- where he said he truly felt the community of Fimon
was family & his colleagues were truly a team. During his time in Italy, Kurt also traveled to many places to
include Kenya, Croatia, Montenegro, & Bosnia.
I personally love to recall one Christmas Bird Count episode. Our area was French Island and we were down
near the southern tip, looking, we were absolutely certain, at a Great Horned Owl atop a stack. The visibility
was challenging and we spent far too long messing with scope and binoculars, sure that's what we had, because,
as Kurt said....”Look, it moved!” When we finally got good visibility, we realized.....a moving plastic owl
decoy! In our defense, there was another year when our little party had the highest count of Snowy Owls for
the state that year....eight....at the airport.
Kurt was a great advocate for our environment and the birds of our region and beyond. He will be missed.
Coulee Region Audubon is donating several trees to be planted in his memory, as were his wishes.
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